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“Understanding American Culture through Traditional Music”
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@ Course Description:
Title Theme: Understanding American Culture through Traditional Music

Summary: Traditional music in the U.S. has many sources. Early Scots—Irish immigrants brought their
ancient ballads. They created America’s “folk music” and what we know today as “country.”
Slaves from Africa created spirituals and field hollers which evolved into “gospel” and “blues.”
These old songs told tragic and comic tales of morality and rebellion. They form the roots not only
of American music but American mythology. In this class we will seek to understand U.S. culture
through its traditional music.

Week 1 (5 A 13 BH): Introduction

Week 2 (5 B 20 B): The Earliest Ballads: From Medieval England to the U.S. South

Week 3 (5 B 27 BH): Tales of Love and Loss: Sea Shanties and Laments

Week 4 (6 B 3 B): Songs of Love and Violence: Murder Ballads

Week 5 (6 B 10 A): Love and Violence Continued: The Modern Murder Ballad

Week 6 (6 B 17 B): Songs of Patriotism and War: “Jdohn Brown” and “The Battle Hymn”
Week 7 (6 H 24 B): The African-American Tradition: Stories from St. Louis

Week 8 (7 1 B): The Hispanic—American Tradition: Mariachi from Mexico

Week 9 (7 ﬁ 8 H): Man vs. Technology: Train Songs and Car Songs

Week 10 (7 B 15 B): Tragedy and the Divine: Disaster Ballads
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